Mumbai is a congested city,
Metro important: SC judges

53% OF AAREY ALREADY LOST TO DEVPT
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Mumbai: The NGO Vanas-
hakti had told the SC in its ap-
peal inthe Aareycase thatallo-
wing construction inside an
Ecologically Sensitive Zone
would cause “irreparable
harm to the highly sensitive
ecology of the region which
harbours 1,300 species of flo-
wering plants, 45 species of
mammals, 43 species of repti-
les, 300 speciesof birdsand 150
species of butterflies” and
“thereby impacttheentirebio-
diversity of thepark.”

The SC bench of Justices
Arun Mishra and Abdul Naze-
er on Tuesday, however, obser-
ved that Mumbai was “a cong-
ested city” and Metro was im-
portant, and dismissed the
NGO’sappeal.

The NGO said while its
challenge was before the NGT,
westernzone, inPune, thecase
was however transferred to
the NGT, principal bench, at
New Delhi. OnJanuary 24, the
tribunal passed an ex-parteor-
der without hearingit “wrong-
Iy” and “without any applica-
tion of mind’.” It “summarily
disposed” the case by accep-
ting the ministry’s affidavit
justifying the ESZ reduction.

Vanashakti alleged proce-
dural 1apses in transfer of the
case from its “territorial juris-
diction.” It said NGT “acted in
complete violation of rules of
natural justice in deciding the
case without hearing any par-
ty.” In the SC, the NGO’s coun-
sel also mentioned the envi-
ronmental damage that reduc-
tion of ESZ could cause.

The NGT bench of chair-
person Justice AK Goeland ju-
dicial member Justice S P
Wangdi with two expert mem-
bers Nagin Nanda and Sidd-
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Aarey Colony, near Goregaon railway [5
station, was once on the fringes of
the city, but is now prime territory
along the busy westermn suburbs
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species of trees have been counted at Aarey by
« activists. Some are found only in forests, proving
that the proposed Metro car shed is coming up at the
expense of what should be a protected area, they say.

Several organisations and institutions have come up on Aarey

inthe last 70 years, including Film City, a veterinary college, a
£ fisheries institute and security installations. Several more

(1490acres) (1,677 acres) (691 AG'ES) (2470acres) structures are proposed

407 acres of this, in Aarey
Colony, can now be used
for specific infra and
construction projects

hanta Das, after citing two pa-
ras from an MoEF affidavit,
had in its order said “no furt-
her order is necessary” The
ministry had said “ESZ size
was reduced after following
due procedure of law and any
new construction isallowed as
per zonal master plan.”

The ministry had said that
duringa July 2016 meeting, the
Maharashtra government re-
presentative informed that
“various stakeholder and the
public requested for the ESZ

reductionandtokeepittobare
minimum.”

The NGO's appeal said the
new notification however ne-
gated objections submitted by
alargenumber of citizensand
altering the draft notification
has restricted the scope of de-
claring an area as ESZ.“It al-
lows for setting up of all Kinds
of infrastructure projects
(such as the Metro rail pro-
jects), commercial establish-
ments, residential buildings,
IT Parks including red catego-

ry industries, inan ESZ area,”
theappeal stated.

By the reduction, the NGO
said, thegovernment “inabla-
tantly illegal manner allowed
unregulated construction ac-
tivities and infrastructure
works of a hazardous nature
to commence inside the ESZ
and on theborder of the SGNP.
This is completely against the
spirit and purpose of National
Wildlife Action Plan, 2002-2016
and the subsequent ESZ Gui-
delines of 2011.”



